Transportation & Infrastructure Committee

Tuesday, August 7, 2007
Minutes

Councilors Attending:
Gerry Palmer, Peter D’Errico, Richard Stone, Geoffrey Gratwick, Patricia Blanchette
Staff Attending:
Edward Barrett, James Ring, Norman Heitmann, David Gould
Others Attending:
List of Attendees provided
Committee Convened at 5:00 p.m.
Consent Agenda 
1. Consolidation of FAA Leases-BGR
The City leases ten equipment sites to the Federal Aviation Administration such as approach path indicator, digital airport surveillance radar site, the control tower, the automated surface observing system, runway localizer facilities, and the centerfield wind site.  The City does not charge rent, as these facilities are necessary for the operation of the airport.  The FAA has requested the consolidation of the ten leases for ease of administration.  Councilor D’Errico moved, Councilor Stone seconded with no discussion.
Regular Agenda 

2. Referral:  Ordinance #07-249, Enacting A Moratorium on Development in the Waterfront Area
This is a continued discussion from July 17th meeting which was sent to City Council and referred back to TIC.  Meeting notices were sent to property owners in the proposed moratorium area.  Norm Heitmann explained at the last meeting that this was a State Statute and the need to identify §1.B. which states “because the application of existing comprehensive plans, land use ordinances or regulations or other applicable laws, if any, is inadequate to prevent serious public harm from residential, commercial or industrial development in the affected geographic area”.  He encouraged public involvement and discussion at the next Council meeting.  He also noted modification to language of the Ordinance, §3.B., The Bangor Code Enforcement Office shall not issue any building permits within the Waterfront Area while this moratorium is in effect.
Councilor Blanchette requested descriptions of the zones in the mapped area that are included in the moratorium.  David Gould provided description of the locations and the various zone uses involved, to which there was some discussion.

An invitation for the public members was extended to speak and Raymond Cota, Webber Oil Company stated they have two buildings and the desire to protect their investment and need for onsite parking. He noted stakeholders and Staff work together regarding parking and noted the lack of parking at the Bangor Police Department, to which there was some discussion by Committee Members.  Bob Curtis, 11 Lincoln Street was concerned with the 90 day moratorium turning into 180 days and suggested the City had enough tools already, and the moratorium may affect his property.  He expressed he wanted green area, but also would like to see more growth.  He failed to see how more time, rules and studies would provide better solutions.  He commented there would be a hold up in development and expressed changes in the rules after he had jumped through hoops.  Councilor Palmer and Norm explained there is only one extension of the moratorium if the City of Bangor was diligent at working on a solution and at worst extension could extend to May.  Vern Leeman, 24 Pleasant Street commented that a moratorium is intrusive however, short time moratorium is reasonable.  He state if there were poor choices, all lots adjacent would be affected and encouraged a moratorium on the short term and noted good development leads to good development.  There needed to be a balance of green with active space, there had to be development in order to have pedestrian traffic.  As a side note he also expressed that there is not enough parking at the Bangor Police Department.  Tim Theriault, 19 Lincoln Street stated he has resided there for twenty-four years and addressed a question to the Committee as to why now is control being taken on his property after this period of time.  Jack Quirk stated that Main Street is the gateway to the waterfront and should look at both sides of Main Street and extend further than Lincoln Street, not just part of Main Street.  Councilor Palmer asked Mr. Quirk’s input on what the footprint should be.  Jack stated from Cianbro, past Veteran’s Bridge or Bangor Hydro to the Veazie town line.  And stated there needed to be less government and regulations and would like to see all of Bangor better not just a slice of it.  Steve Wong, 268 Main Street agreed with Mr. Quirk and noted his signed agreement to sell versus eminent domain and would like this to take place sooner rather than later, the moratorium would only delay the inevitable.  He also stated he was against the moratorium and also sited that the Bangor Police Department had inadequate parking, with the suggestion that the grass area on Cedar Street could be used.  Dave Sleeper, Realty of Maine on Main Street stated that ninety days is not enough and should look at the dollars already spent.
There was discussion of the next steps in the process with Norm informing the Committee that this would go to Council on Monday, after which, Legal, Planning, Code would discuss the specifics.  Per Council wishes, Staff could hold a public discussion, if not, come back to the Committee.  

Councilor Stone moved the amendment by substitution be included in language and be presented to full Council, Councilor Blanchette seconded and noted she concurs with a ninety day moratorium, however, it will not be easy to acquire her vote for an extension.

Meeting adjourned at 6:16 p.m.
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	Steve Wong
	268 Main Street
	945-3969
	wongiesteve@aol.com

	Peggy Sherriff
	60 Main Street
	942-1185
	psherriff@aol.com

	Tim Theriault
	19 Lincoln Street
	949-1661
	------------------

	Bob Curtis
	11 Lincoln Street
	973-1987
	oldtownbob@msn.com

	Dave Sleeper
	458 Main Street
	356-3927
	realexe@superrealty.com

	Jack Quirk
	295 Hogan Road
	945-9401
	gquirk@quirkauto.com

	Bob Quirk
	81 Park Street
	944-4306
	bobquirk@quirkauto.com

	Nathaniel Rosenblatt
	504 Valley Avenue
	947-4770
	nmr@forlegal.com

	Raymond Cota
	700 Main Street
	992-5019
	rscota@webberfuels.com

	Vern Leeman
	29 Pleasant Street, Unit 1
	944-8899
	Vern.leeman@brewerauto.com

	Vincent & Eugenia Franco
	55 Summer Street
	945-5541
	---------------------

	Eria Whalen
	17 Lincoln Street-Twenty-Four Hour Club
	942-9734
	--------------------


1

