
FINANCE COMMITTEE AGENDA 

March 21, 2016 @ 5:15 pm 

1. Greater Bangor Solarize Program 
 

2. Bangor Efficiency Program 
 

3. Ordinance Amendment – Schedule of Fees 
 

4. Request to Write off Taxes 
 

5. Council Order 16-104, Authorizing the Issuance of $1,050,000 in 
General Obligation Bonds  
 

6. Council Order 16-105, Authorizing the Refinancing of $1,555,000 in 
General Obligation Bonds 
 
 



Greater Bangor Solarize 
A Proposal for Municipalities  
March, 2016 
 
What is Solarize? 
 
Initiated in Portland, Oregon in 2009, Solarize is a collective purchasing program for homes, small 
businesses, farms, and community solar projects.  The Solarize process has spread across the 
country  in Maine there are projects in Freeport, Mid Maine, and Midcoast Maine. 
 
The idea for a Solarize project for the Bangor area grew out of a “Solar Powering your Community” 
workshop sponsored by the cities of Bangor and Brewer and the Bangor Region Chamber of 
Commerce, held at the Cross Center in May of 2015. 
 
The goal of Solarize is to promote the installation of distributed solar power by bringing together 
interested home and business owners to contract for solar installation at a reduced rate.  Purchasers 
have been shown to save up to 10% of their installation costs.  Coupled with the 30% federal tax 
credit and other possible financing options, solar can become very affordable. 
 
What role would municipalities play in a Solarize project in the Greater Bangor area? 
 

● Provide the community with a trusted emissary by adding their name as a partner. 
● Assist with outreach to potential solar purchasers through established municipal networks and 

outreach tools. 
 
We expect this project would easily piggyback on already existing municipal activities, and therefore 
not require much staff time.  We are not requesting any funds. 
 
Greater Bangor Solarize 
℅ Karen Marysdaughter 
21 Mt. Desert Dr. 
Bangor, ME  04401 
karenmd@myfairpoint.net 
2623706 (home) 
9305440 (cell) 

http://www.nrel.gov/docs/fy12osti/54738.pdf
http://www.solarizefreeport.com/
http://waterville.solarizemidmaine.com/
http://solarizemidcoastmaine.com/
mailto:karenmd@myfairpoint.net


To:  Finance Committee 
From:  Debbie Cyr 
Date:  March 18, 2016 
RE:  Bangor Efficiency Program 
 
Staff developed background information related to existing energy efficiency 
programs.  In addition, staff and Councilors met with Efficiency Maine to gather 
more insight into their offerings, participation rates, as well as best practices.   
 
All of which has culminated in the attached proposal from Council Chair Faircloth to 
implement a Bangor Efficiency Program for the Committee’s/Council’s 
consideration. 
 
 
 



Program Proposal 
Bangor Efficiency Program 

 
 

Background 

At the September 12, 2015 Finance Committee Meeting Councilors Plourde and Faircloth 
presented ideas on how to improve the housing stock in Bangor by improving the overall 
energy efficiency of the homes. Councilor Chair Faircloth proposed that the city provide an 
incentive to increase participation in homeowner energy efficiency, thus achieving three goals: 
1) help Bangor residents lower their winter heating bills; 2) modernize Bangor’s old housing 
stock thus making Bangor a more attractive place to live; 3) help decrease Bangor’s carbon 
footprint in the face of global warming.  

The Finance Committee directed staff to look into programs that were currently available to 
homeowners and provide options as to how the City of Bangor could improve on those 
programs.   

Penquis CAP and Community Development Block Grants offer programs for low-income citizens.  
This program would seek to provide incentives for homeowners above that income range. One 
method to pay for this pilot program would be fund the incentive via savings on energy costs 
achieved by the city in the recent fiscal year.  

As a historic service center community Bangor’s housing stock tends to be older.  Selected 
housing data for Bangor, Maine and the US are presented below (data from American Fact 
Finder, 2010-2014 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates): 

Bangor Maine US

Housing Units
Built 1990 or later 19.06% 25.28% 29.86%
Built Pre 1990 80.94% 74.72% 70.14%

Owner Occupied 51.83% 71.43% 64.35%
Renter Occupied 48.17% 28.57% 35.65%

Monthly Housing Costs 
  as % of Household Income

Less than 25% 57.87% 54.52% 54.07%
25% or More 42.13% 45.48% 45.93%

Gross Rent as % of
  Household Income

Less than 25% 29.65% 34.76% 36.22%
25% or More 70.35% 65.24% 63.78%

 



According to American Council for an Energy-Efficient Economy, “energy efficient initiatives can 
improve community self-reliance, save consumers and citizens money, create local ‘main street’ 
jobs, catalyze local economic investment, and protect the environment”. 
 
Energy efficient projects can take numerous forms; weatherization, heating, water heating, 
lighting and renewable (i.e. pellets, wood, solar, geothermal).  Individuals may be interested in 
specific projects based on their own personal choice.  However, often time the project that will 
provide the most benefit is weatherization which typically includes an energy assessment. 
 
There are a number of existing Energy Efficiency Programs that provide financing and/or 
rebates for investments in energy efficient and alternative energy systems. 
 
 Efficiency Maine offers a variety of loan types to finance energy efficiency in homes.  The 

PACE loans, which are available in Bangor with a rate of 4.99%, are unsecured and have 
no associated closing costs or appraisal fees.  Rates however, are tied to credit scores.  

 Penquis Cap offers two programs to assist with typical energy efficiency improvements to 
LiHEAP eligible low-income households.  The Central Heating Improvement Program 
(CHIP) funded by Maine Housing, provides grants to repair or replace central heating 
systems that serve low-income households.  CHIP funds may only be used to repair or 
replace dangerous, malfunctioning, or inoperable heating systems that pose a threat to 
health and safety.  Only the primary heating source for the home is eligible for this 
funding.  In addition, the Weatherization program helps low-income homeowners and 
renters reduce energy costs by improving home energy efficiency. The process begins 
with an energy audit to identify any improvements needed. Improvements may include 
insulation, weather-stripping, caulking, and some safety-related repairs.  

 City of Bangor offers CDBG Residential Rehabilitation loans which provide low interest 
financial assistance for improvements to residential property owned or occupied by 
low/moderate income persons.  The implementation and encouragement of energy 
efficient improvements is an allowable use of these funds.  Interest rates range from 3% 
to prime for investor owned properties rented to income eligible tenants and flexible 
repayment terms that range from 10 years until sale or transfer of property. 

 
Over the last 2 years, 440 Bangor homes have participated in an Efficiency Maine program 
resulting in $280,000 of rebates being received and 36 loans totaling $336,000.   
 
The goal of the pending energy proposal is to encourage Bangor homeowners to decrease their 
winter heating bill by providing a city incentive to seek residential energy efficiency. An 
additional goal is to modernize the energy-efficiency of the Bangor’s housing stock so that 
Bangor is a more attractive and financially feasible place in which to live. A third goal is to 
decrease Bangor’s carbon footprint in the face of global warming. In response to these goals 
one recommendation would be to leverage participation within the Efficiency Maine program.  
The primary benefit would be that Efficiency Maine has the necessary infrastructure and 
programs in place, reducing the administrative costs to the City.   
  
 The City would take a lead role in marketing the programs through on-line media, print, 

and potentially providing space for an energy event.  Efficiency Maine would provide the 
materials and presenters for an energy event.   

http://www.mainehousing.org/


 Efficiency Maine has an existing loan program in place.   
 The City would initiate the procurement process for citizens committed to undertaking an 

energy efficiency improvement by soliciting approved Efficiency Maine vendors for pricing 
for specific improvements. 

 The City would offer a financial incentive to undertake projects either by buying down the 
interest costs for those improvements that were financed or by providing a direct 
incentive by measure (i.e. Efficiency Maine offers a $500 rebate for qualifying efficient 
units).   

 

Proposal  

To create an incentive to save homeowners money and modernize our housing stock, staff 
would recommend that we piggyback onto existing programs offered through Efficiency Maine.  
This would lower administrative costs and allow for Bangor homeowners to receive even 
greater incentives for energy efficiency programs. One of the key features of the Efficiency 
Maine program is the access to the unsecured loan.    

This proposal suggests a rebate of 10 percent of the project cost up to a maximum of $500 
with the exception of the Energy Assessment, which would have a higher incentive.  Based on 
staff experience with homeowner loans, the incentive should continue to require some form of 
homeowner investment.  Examples of current rebates and suggestions are as follows: 

 Energy Assessment with 6 hours of air sealing estimated cost of $800, $400 Efficiency 
Maine rebate available* - City incentive, $200 additional, Homeowner cost $200.  

 Air sealing and insulation improvements are eligible for Efficiency Maine rebates* - City 
incentive would be up to 10 percent of costs, $500 max. 

 High efficiency boilers/furnaces $500 - $1,500 Efficiency Maine rebate available* City 
would propose incentive of 10 percent of project cost up to $500.   

 Wood/Pellet stoves $500 Efficiency Maine rebate available.  City would propose incentive 
of 10 percent of project cost up to $500.   

 Geothermal systems up to $5,000 Efficiency Maine rebate available.   City would propose 
incentive of 10 percent of project cost up to $500.   

*Currently Bangor Natural Gas customers may be eligible for up to an additional $2,000 in 
incentives above those listed above towards air sealing and energy assessments, insulation 
and high-efficiency heating systems. 

Such an incentive could lead to a significantly increased pace of modernization of Bangor 
housing stock.  

If the City Council approves this incentive to lower winter energy costs, one 
recommendation would be that the council set aside approximately $140,000 from energy 
savings realized in this budget year.  Bonds could be considered if that is a preferable route.  

Roughly 220 Bangor homeowners took advantage of the Efficiency Maine program last year. 
This further incentive will entice a larger the number of Bangor homeowners to save on 
winter costs and simultaneously modernize Bangor’s housing stock more rapidly. Without 
history it is difficult to estimate exactly, but it is reasonable to assume that, if homeowners 



can accomplish an $800 weatherization but pay only $200 to do so, the city can go a long 
way to saving people on winter costs, modernizing housing stock and decreasing Bangor’s 
carbon footprint. Thus the program is designed to gain potential participation of 150 
additional households.      

If the goal of increasing participation is reached, then future councils can consider how to 
continue implementation of this program to modernize Bangor’s housing stock and also 
decrease winter heating costs for each participating homeowner.  

 



Memorandum 
 
To: Finance Committee 
From: Paul Nicklas, Assistant City Solicitor 
Date: March 21, 2016 
Re: Fee Schedule 
 
 
The City charges fees for a number of different services. Historically, these fees have been 
charged pursuant to various ordinances, orders, and policies, making them difficult to track, 
alter, or remove. 
 
This ordinance amendment would provide for a single Schedule of Fees in which the fees 
charged by various City departments would be gathered in one document. This will help the 
City maintain a consistent approach to charging for services and add transparency to the City’s 
fee structure. 
 
The new schedule is intended to mirror the fees presently being charged by the City, whether in 
accordance with ordinance, Council order, policy, or other practice. Once the schedule is 
adopted by this ordinance amendment, a Council Order or Orders can be used for any 
necessary adjustments. 



  
  

  
  
  

CITY OF BANGOR 
  

  
  

OORRDDIINNAANNCCEE,,  AAmmeennddiinngg  CChhaapptteerr  110099,,  FFeeeess,,  ooff  tthhee  CCooddee  ooff  tthhee  CCiittyy  ooff  BBaannggoorr,,  BByy  IInnssttiittuuttiinngg  aa  FFeeee  
SScchheedduullee  

  
WWHHEERREEAASS,,  tthhee  CCiittyy  ooff  BBaannggoorr  cchhaarrggeess  ffeeeess  ffoorr  aa  nnuummbbeerr  ooff  ddiiffffeerreenntt  sseerrvviicceess  iitt  ppeerrffoorrmmss;;  
  
WWHHEERREEAASS,,  tthheessee  ffeeeess  aarree  ssccaatttteerreedd  tthhrroouugghhoouutt  tthhee  CCiittyy  CCooddee,,  CCoouunncciill  OOrrddeerrss,,  aanndd  ppoolliicciieess,,  mmaakkiinngg  
tthheemm  ddiiffffiiccuulltt  ttoo  ttrraacckk  aanndd,,  wwhheerree  nneecceessssaarryy,,  ttoo  aammeenndd  oorr  rreemmoovvee;;  aanndd  
  
WWHHEERREEAASS,,  ppuuttttiinngg  CCiittyy  ffeeeess  iinn  oonnee  ppllaaccee  wwiillll  mmaakkee  tthhee  CCiittyy’’ss  ffeeee  ssttrruuccttuurree  mmoorree  ttrraannssppaarreenntt;;  
  
  
BBEE  IITT  OORRDDAAIINNEEDD  BBYY  TTHHEE  CCIITTYY  CCOOUUNNCCIILL  OOFF  TTHHEE  CCIITTYY  OOFF  BBAANNGGOORR  AASS  FFOOLLLLOOWWSS,,  TTHHAATT  
    
CChhaapptteerr  110099  ooff  tthhee  CCooddee  ooff  tthhee  CCiittyy  ooff  BBaannggoorr  bbee  rreeppeeaalleedd  aanndd  rreeppllaacceedd  wwiitthh  tthhee  ffoolllloowwiinngg::  
  
§§  110099--11..  SScchheedduullee  ooff  FFeeeess  eessttaabblliisshheedd..  
  
EEffffeeccttiivvee  AApprriill  2211,,  22001166,,  tthhee  aattttaacchheedd  SScchheedduullee  ooff  FFeeeess  sshhaallll  bbee  iinn  eeffffeecctt..  TThhee  SScchheedduullee  ooff  FFeeeess  mmaayy  bbee  
aammeennddeedd  bbyy  CCoouunncciill  OOrrddeerr..  
  
§§  110099--22..  EEffffeecctt  oonn  eexxiissttiinngg  oorrddiinnaanncceess..  
  
TThhee  ffeeeess  pprreessccrriibbeedd  bbyy  tthhee  SScchheedduullee  ooff  FFeeeess  sshhaallll  ssuuppeerrsseeddee  aannyy  ffeeeess  cchhaarrggeedd  bbyy  tthhee  CCiittyy,,  wwhheetthheerr  
ppuurrssuuaanntt  ttoo  CCiittyy  oorrddiinnaannccee  oorr  ootthheerrwwiissee,,  tthhaatt  aarree  iinnccoonnssiisstteenntt  wwiitthh  tthhee  SScchheedduullee  ooff  FFeeeess  ddeessccrriibbeedd  iinn  §§  
110099--11  aabboovvee..  
  
  
AAddddiittiioonnss  aarree  uunnddeerrlliinneedd,,  ddeelleettiioonnss  ssttrruucckk  tthhrroouugghh..  



CITY OF BANGOR
SCHEDULE OF FEES

1 Revised April 11, 2016 

A. Airport

B. Animal Control.

(1) 

11$      
6$        

(2) Kennel License

42$      §65-15

(3) Late Fee

25$      

(4) 

C. Assessing

(1) Copies of Assessment Cards

Paper Copy (own assessment card) -$    
Paper Copy (any other assessment card) 0.50$  
Fax 1$        
Email 1$        

(2) Assessment Data on Compact Disk 50$      

D. Bass Park

Fees for the Bass Park Complex shall be as set by the Manager of Bass Park.

Per dog after January 31st 

Impound fees shall be assessed by the Bangor Humane Society, and shall increase for 
each offense after the first within a 12 month period. Ref. §65-3.

*Dog Licensing fees shall be adjusted to comply with State law.

Intact (not spayed or neutered)**
Spayed or Neutered**

** If processed online there is an additional fee of $1.

Per license (up to 10 dogs)

Dog Licensing*

Off-Airport Vehicle Rental Business. The fee for operating an off-airport vehicle rental 
business eliciting airport customers shall be 7.5 percent of all gross revenues derived 
from autombile rentals to customers transported from the airport. Ref. §54-19(B).

Airport fees shall be as set by the Airport Director, including but not limited to those 
referred to by §54-24, except for the following:



CITY OF BANGOR
SCHEDULE OF FEES

2 Revised April 11, 2016 

E. City Clerk.

(1) Business Licensing 

Fees shall be increased to match the Consumer Price Index (CPI-U) on July 1 of each year.

Amusement Device License 43$      8 M.R.S.A. § 441 et. seq.; §85-4
Automobile Recycling 62$      30-A M.R.S.A. § 3756; § 85-4
Beano License -$    § 85-4
Bowling 325$   § 85-4
BYOB:
     Bottle Club 200$   § 61-3
     BYOB (1X) 25$      § 61-27
Carnival License:
     Lg. (6 or more rides) 620$   § 85-4 
     Sm. (1 to 5 rides) 186$   § 85-4
Catering 25$      §§ 124-2; 85-4
Circus License:
     Indoor 429$   § 85-4
     Outdoor 682$   § 85-4
Closing Out Sale License 58$      § 85-4
Dance Hall License 325$   § 85-4
Dealer in Explosives License 92$      § 85-4
Dealer in Old Gold 112$   § 85-4
Flammable Liquid License 197$   § 85-4
Games of Chance -$    § 85-4
Industrial Metals/Junkyard License 62$      § 85-4
Innkeeper: § 85-4
     Lg. 11 or more rooms 429$   
     Sm. 1 to 10 rooms 217$   
Liquor License: § 85-4
     Off-premise 25$      
     On-premise 124$   
Lunch Wagon: § 85-4
     Up to 3 days 62$      
     Up to 3 months 149$   
     Over 3 months up to 1 year 216$   
Mobile Home Park §§ 186-1; 85-4
     Sm. (fewer than 100 lots) 217$   
     Med. (100 to 199 lots) 248$   
     Lg. (200 to 299 lots) 372$   
     XLg. (300 or more lots) 496$   
Pawnbroker’s License 112$   §§ 206-3; 85-4
Precious Metals License 112$   §§ 219-1; 85-4
Roller-skating Rink License 325$   § 85-4
Secondhand Dealer License 112$   §§ 247-2; 85-4



CITY OF BANGOR
SCHEDULE OF FEES

3 Revised April 11, 2016 

Secondhand (per Table) 6$        §§ 247-2; 85-4
Special Amusement Permit 325$   § 85-4
Tank Farm License 197$   § 85-4
Tavern 216$   § 85-4
Taxi Cab 86$      §§ 278-3; 85-4
Taxi Cab Operator 32$      §§ 278-4; 85-4
Theater 325$   § 85-4
Transient Seller of Consumer Merchandise 372$   §§ 265-31; 85-4
Victualer §§ 295-1; 85-4
     No Tables 180$   
     Sm. (up to 2,000 sq. ft.) 310$   
     Lg. (over 2,000 sq. ft.) 496$   

(2) §28-67(E)

Birth, Death, or Marriage Certificate - Copy
     1st Copy 15$      
     2nd Copy Purchased w/1st copy 6$        
Disposition of Remains 20$      
Marriage License 40$      
Marriage Ceremony 200$   
Non-Certified Copy 5$        
Certificate Envelope 1$        
Genealogy Search:
     with Date 5$        
     without Date 10$      

(3) Miscellaneous Fees

Dedimus Justice 5$        
Notary Public 5$        
Attestation 5$        
Sole Proprietor/Partnership Filing 10$      
Hospital Lien 5$        
Photocopies 0$        
Fax 1$        
IF&W Agent Fee 2$        
Copy Voter List Per state law

F. Code.

(1) General Provisions.

a.  

b.

Fees shall be increased to match the Consumer Price Index (CPI-U) on July 
1 of each year, unless set by the State.

Vital Records 

Any work started without the benefit of a permit may be issued a stop 
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(2) Appeals

Appeals Board 265$   
Appeals Board Avertising 60$      

(3) Certificate of Occupancy

No Construction 23$      
$0-$2500 23$      
$2,501-$7,500 88$      
$7,501-$175,000 132$   
$175,001-$300,000 175$   
$300,001-$1,000,000 350$   
$1,000,001 and up 520$   

(4) Construction (New)

a. The fee for new construction shall be as follows:

(gross square footage) x (type of construction factor) x .0075 = fee

b. The type of construction factor shall be determined in accordance with the following table:

1A 1B 2A 2B 3A 3B 4 5A 5B
Assembly, theaters, with 
stage

212 204.9 199.7 191.2 179.6 174.6 184.9 164.2 157.7

Assembly, theaters, without 
stage

194.08 186.9 181.7 173.3 161.7 156.6 166.9 146.3 139.8

A-2 Assembly, nightclubs 166.35 161.6 157.1 150.8 141.6 137.8 145.3 128.5 123.7

A-2 Assembly, restaurants, bars, 
banquet halls

165.35 160.6 155.1 149.8 139.6 136.8 144.3 126.5 122.7

A-3 Assembly, churches 195.96 188.8 183.6 175.2 163.7 158.7 168.8 148.3 141.8

A-3 Assembly, general, 
community halls, libraries, 

163.95 156.8 150.6 143.2 130.7 126.6 136.8 115.3 109.8

A-4 Assembly, arenas 193.08 185.9 179.7 172.3 159.7 155.6 165.9 144.3 138.8

B Business 169.14 163 157.4 149.7 135.8 130.8 143.5 119.3 113.7

A-1

City of Bangor
Group (2006 International Building 

Code) Type of Construction

              
work order. Additionally, an applicant is required to pay a double permit 
fee before any permit is issued for work that has already begun.



CITY OF BANGOR
SCHEDULE OF FEES

5 Revised April 11, 2016 

E Educational 178.16 #
#

166.9 159.3 148.4 140.4 153.7 129.1 124.7

F-1 Factory and industrial, 
moderate hazard

100.75 96.02 90.26 86.94 77.68 74.37 83.16 64.01 60.19

F-2 Factory and industrial, low 
hazard

99.75 95.02 90.26 85.94 77.68 73.37 82.16 64.01 59.19

H-1 High hazard, explosives 94.4 89.68 84.92 80.59 72.52 68.22 76.82 58.86 N.P.

H-2, -3, -4 High hazard 94.4 89.68 84.92 80.59 72.52 68.22 76.82 58.86 54.03

H-5 HPM 169.14 163 157.4 149.7 135.8 130.8 143.5 119.3 113.7

I-1 Institutional, supervised 
environment

168.08 162.2 157.7 150.8 138.5 134.9 147 124.3 119.9

I-2 Institutional, hospitals 287.21 281 275.5 267.8 252.9 N.P. 261.6 236.4 N.P.

I-2 Institutional, nursing homes 198.55 192.4 186.8 179.1 165.2 N.P. 173 148.7 N.P.

I-3 Institutional, restrained 192.65 186.5 180.9 173.2 160.8 154.8 167.1 144.3 136.7

I-4 Institutional, day-care 
facilities

168.08 162.2 157.7 150.8 138.5 134.9 147 124.3 119.9

M Mercantile 123.91 119.2 113.7 108.4 98.85 96.06 102.8 85.7 81.9

R-1 Residential, hotels 169.51 163.6 155.1 152.3 140.1 136.5 148.6 125.9 121.5

R-2 Residential, multiple-family 142.14 136.2 131.7 124.9 113.4 109.8 121.9 99.18 94.76

R-3 Residential, one- and two-
family

133.78 130.1 126.8 123.7 118.7 115.8 119.8 110.9 103.9

R-4 Residential, care/assisted 
living facilities

168.08 162.2 157.7 150.8 138.5 134.9 147 124.3 119.9

S1 Storage, moderate-hazard 93.4 88.68 82.92 79.59 70.52 67.22 75.82 56.86 53.03

S-2 Storage, low-hazard 92.4 87.68 82.92 78.59 70.52 66.22 74.82 56.86 52.03

U Utility, miscellaneous 71.08 67.13 62.83 59.33 53.24 49.79 56.48 41.64 39.44

a.
b.
c.
d.

(5) Construction (Renovation)

Notes:
Private garages: use "utility, miscellaneous."
Unfinished basements (all use groups) equals $15 per square foot.
For shell-only buildings, deduct 20%.
N.P. = Not permitted.
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a. Existing Residential

b. Existing Non-Residential

(6) Demolition

Dwelling, structure, or interior $65 + $10/story over 3 stories
Small Structure with no sewer connection 20$      

(7) Electrical Permits

45$      
Additional Residential Wiring 45$      

70$      

$72 + 1/2 of 1% of the cost of the job

$72 + 1/2 of 1% of the cost of the job

(8) Excavation/Grading and Filling 115$   

(9) Fire and Intrusion Alarms 55$      

(10) Flood Hazard Development Permit 55$      §120-4

(11) Fuel Gas Burner -Propane and Natural Gas §127-3
(Replacement, conversion, or new installation)

Residential - up to 200,000 BTUS 50$      
Light Commercial - 200,000 - 1 million BTUS 65$      
Heavy Commercial - 1-2 million BTUS 100$   
Industrial - over 2 million BTUS 130$   

(12) Land Development Permit Extension Request

6 Months 115$   

(13) Minimum Energy Standards 5$        

Temporary Service

Commercial

$55 for first $2,500 of construction cost + $7 
per $1,000 of construction cost over $2,500

Existing Non-Residential includes but is not limited to remodeling, additions, alterations, fences, concrete 
slabs, canopies, and accessory structures

New Wiring/Rewiring of 1 & 2 Family 
Structure
New Wiring/Rewiring of 3 Family or More 
Structure

Existing Residential includes but is not limited to remodeling, fences, decks, swimming pools, 
foundations, utility buildings, concrete slabs, garages, additions, fire escapes, and handicap ramps)

$38 for first $2,500 of construction cost + $7 
per $1,000 of construction cost over $2,500
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(14) Minor Yard Variations Request 55$      

(15) Observation and Amusement Stands

60$      
55$      for first $2,500 + $7/$1,000 over $2,500

(16) Oil Burner Permits: (1 gal. = 134,000 BTUs) Replacements and New Installations

45$      

55$      

85$      

120$   

(17) Parking Lots

1-24 spaces 55$      
25-100 spaces 110$   
101-300 spaces 165$   
301 or more spaces 270$   

(18) Plumbing

a. Internal Plumbing Permits 30-A M.R.S.A. §4211

General 40$      for up to 4 fixtures;  + $ 10 per additional fixture
Hook up to Public Sewer 10$      
Hook up to exiting subsurface system 10$      
Piping relocation with no new fixtures 10$      
Permit transfer 10$      

b. Department Review

Engineered System Review 100$   
Multi-user Review 100$   

(19) 55$       +100% of all costs for services provided by the City

(20) Shoreland Zone Permit 55$      

(21) Sign Permit 45$      § 260-3

Permanent
Temporary

Permit to Move a Building

Residential - Firing rate up to 2.5 gal/hr or 
up to 200,000 BTUs
Light Commercial - Firing rate 2.5 to 7.5 
gal/hr or 200,000 BTUs to 1 mill BTUs
Heavy commerical - Firing rate 7.5 to 15 
gal/hr or 1 mill to 2 mill. BTUS
Industrial - Firing rate over 15 gal/hr and 
over 2 mill. BTUs
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(22) Sprinkler System

Under 10 heads 25$       + $10/story over 1st
11 to 50 heads 35$       + $10/story over 1st
51-100 heads 70$       + $10/story over 1st + $45 plan review
Over 100 heads 115$    + $45 plan review + $10/story over 1st

(23) Subsurface Wastewater 30-A M.R.S.A. § 4211

a. State Water Quality Surcharge 15$      

b. Complete Disposal System

Engineered 200$   
Non-Engineered 250$   
Primitive 100$   
Separate Grey Waste Disposal Field 35$      
Seasonal Conversion Permit 50$      
1st Time System Variance 20$      

c. Separate Parts

Alternative Toilet 50$      
Disposal Field Only: Engineered 150$   
Disposal Field Only: Non-engineered 150$   
Treatment Tank Only: Engineered 80$      
Treatment Tank Only: Non-engineered 150$   
Holding Tank 100$   
Other Components 30$      

(24) Swimming Pool

40$      
60$      

(25) Tanks § 128
331 Gallon or Larger Gas, Fuel or Oil 70$      
125 Gallon or Larger Liquified Gases 70$      

(26) 250$   /6 months §§ 223-8, 223-9

(27) 30$      

(28) Yard Sale Permit

5$        
11$      

1st Permit

Wood Stove/Pellet Stove Permit

Vacant Building Registration

In Ground
Above Ground

2nd Permit (60 days after 1st)
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(29) Zoning Verification Letter

150$   
50$      

G. Community Connector

(1) Single Fares

Regular 1.50$    
Half Rate 0.75$    

(2) Strips (5 rides) 6$        

(3) Monthly Bus Passes

Regular 45$      
w/ $20 Voucher 25$      
Student 20$      

(4) Senior/Disabled Half Rate Card Free

(5) ADA Paratransit fare (one-way ride) 3$        

H. Engineering.

(1) Blasting Permit § 76-7

1 week or less 25$      
30 day sor less 50$      
1 year or less 100$   

(2) Driveway Permit -$    § 271-37 et seq.

(3) Pole Permit -$    

(4) Street Opening Permit (Right of Way) 50$      § 271-32

(5) Waste Hauler Initial Application 100$    +$20/truck § 265-1(H)

I. Fire and Emergency Medical Services.

(1) Emergency Medical Services Rates

685$   § 28-39
885$   § 28-39

ALS 1 Base Rate
ALS 2 Base Rate

Up to 4 Residential Units
Commercial
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685$   § 28-39
475$   § 28-39
475$   § 28-39
550$   § 28-39
450$   § 28-39

$1,050 § 28-39
17$      § 28-39

100$   § 28-39

(2) False Fire Alarms

1-3 Responses per year -$    /response §58-10
4-8 Responses per year 250$   /response §58-10
9 or More Responses per year $1,000 /response §58-10

J. Health and Community Services

K. Historic Preservation.

(1) Certificate of Appropriateness

Minor Review 55$      
275$   

(2) Downtown Revitalization

Minor Review 30$      
275$   

(3) Sign Review Only

30$      

L. Parking

Fees are monthly unless otherwise noted.

(1) Abbot Square

Upper

ALS Back Up

Immunization clinic and infectious disease testing fees shall be as 
set by the Director of Health and Community Services.

New Construction/Comprehensive 
Rehabilitation

New Construction/Comprehensive 
Rehabilitation

Certificate of Appropriateness OR 
Downtown Revitalization

ALS and BLS per Loaded Mileage Charge

ALS Base Rate No Services
ALS Non-Em. Base Rate ALS Service

BLS Base Rate Non-EM. (also BLNE)
SCT Transports (Dr., Nurse, Resp. Therapist 
giving care on board)

ALS Non-Em. Base Rate No Service
BLS Base Rate
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Monthly 66$      
0-15 minutes Free
15-60 minutes 0.50$  
Each add'l hour (or fraction thereof) 0.50$  
24-hour maximum 4.50$  
5pm to 7am Free

Lower / Haynes Court 54$      

(2) Bangor House 61$      

(3) Court Street 33$      

(4) Court System 61$      

(5) French Street 54$      

(6) Hammond Square

Lower 79$      
Upper 67$      

(7) Hancock Street 57$      

(8) High Street 54$      

(9) Kenduskeag Plaza

East 57$      
West 50$      

(10) Merrill Bank Street 61$      

(11) Pickering Square Garage

Main 61$      
Rooftop 33$      
Lower 60$      
Resident 43$      
Hourly

0-2 hours Free
2-3 hours 1.50$  
Each add'l hour (or fraction thereof) 0.50$  
24-hour maximum 4.50$  

(12) Pay-by-Space Machines

0-4 hours, per hour (or fraction thereof) 0.50$  
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4-9 hours, per hour (or fraction thereof) 1$        
5pm to 8am Free

M. Parks and Recreation

(1) Bangor Municipal Golf Course

§28-48(E)

(2) Event Permit 25$      

(3) Harbor Fees

a. Short Term Docking - Daily Rates

10'-16' Vessel 20$      
16'-26' Vessel 28$      
26'-40' Vessel 40$      
40'-65' Vessel 70$      
65'+ Vessel based on individualized quote

b. Long Term Docking, 25’ or Less - Monthly Rates

All Months Except July & August 225$   /month
July & August 435$   /month
Full Season 775$   

c. Long Term Docking, 25’ to 40’ - Monthly Rates

All months except July & August 375$   /month
July & August 595$   /month
Full Season $1,145

d. Long Term Docking over 40’—Monthly Rates

All months except July & August based on individualized quotes
July & August based on individualized quotes
Full Season based on individualized quotes

N. Planning

(1) Advertising

410$   §165-6(A)

509$   §165-6(A)

Zoning Map Amendment (Public Hearing - 2 
notices)
Contract Zoning Amendment (Public Hearing 
  

All green fees and membership fees shall be as set by 
the Director of Parks and Recreation.
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147$   §165-128(B)

Conditional Use Approval (Public Hearing) 74$      §165-9(B)
74$      §165-119

74$      §271-9

(2) Conditional Use 463$   §271-9

(3) Impact Fee §165-115

(4) Mobile Home Park Construction Permit §165-119(F)

(5) Site Development Plan

462$   § 165-110(A)

691$   §165-110(A)

$1,380 §165-110(A)

$2,068 §165-110(A)

  
$2,756 § 165-110(A)

Site with 50 or more dwelling units $935 + $29/DU over 50 § 165-110(A)
Flag Lot 220$   §§ 165-110(A); 165-68(B)

(6) Site Development Plan Revision, Minor

231$   § 165-110(A)

Change to Official City Map of Streets - Non-
City Initiated (Public Hearing)

$0.4078/sq. ft. of new 
building construction

$293 + $63/ 
mobile home

Nonresidential building less than 1,000 sq. 
ft. of gross floor area (GFA) on any site 
development activity which requires use of 
land of 10,000 sq. ft. or less including 
grading and filling or housing projects with 
less than 8 D.U.s
Nonresidential building in excess of 1,000 sq. 
ft. but less than 50,000 sq. ft. of GFA or any 
site development activity which requires use 
of land in excess of 10,000 sq. ft. (regardless 
of size of building) or housing projects with 8 
or more D.U.s.
Nonresidential building in excess of 50,000 
sq. ft. but less than 100,000 sq. ft. of GFA

Nonresidential building in excess of 100,000 
sq. ft. but less than 150,000 sq. ft. of GFA
Nonresidential building in excess of 150,000 
sq. ft. of GFA

Nonresidential building less than 1,000 sq. 
ft. of GFA or any site development activity 
which requires use of land of 10,000 sq. ft. 
or less including grading and filling or 

      

     
- 2 notices)
Preliminary Subdivision Approval (Public 
Hearing—2 notices)

Mobile Home Park Construction Permit 
(Public Hearing) 
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346$   § 165-110(A)

690$   § 165-110(A)

$1,380 § 165-110(A)

$2,756 § 165-110(A)

Completion Date Extension Request 67$      § 165-110(A)

(7) Site Location of Development § 165-114(J)

$4,306

$4,306 + $63/lot

463$   

692$   

(8)

524$   

For projects in Urban Impaired Watershed $1,047

(9) Subdivisions

463$   § 165-127

Subdivision Plan requiring approval under 38 
M.R.S.A. §§481-490 with no public 
improvements (up to 5 lots)
Subdivision Plan requiring approval under 38 
M.R.S.A. §§481-490 with public 
improvements over 5 lots
Plan Modification: For projects less than 
1,000 sq. ft. of GFA and subdivision plans of 
5 lots or less
Plan Modification: For projects in excess of 
1,000 sq. ft. of GFA and subdivision plans of 
5 lots or more

Stormwater for projects requiring Chapter 
500 stormwater permit (for non-Site 
Location of Development projects)

For projects not in Urban Impaired 
Watershed

Final, Minor (1 to 5 lots without 
improvements)

 $4,306 + $46/1,000 sq. ft. of GFA in excess of 60,000 
sq. ft. or $867/acre over 3 acres which is to remain non-
revegetated, whichever is greater 

      
        

         
       

housing projects with less than 8 D.U.s
Nonresidential building in excess of 1,000 sq. 
ft. but less than 50,000 sq. ft. of GFA or any 
site development activity which requires use 
of land in excess of 10,000 sq. ft. (regardless 
of size of building) or housing projects with 8 
or more D.U.s.
Nonresidential building in excess of 50,000 
sq. ft. but less than 100,000 sq. ft. of GFA
Nonresidential building in excess of 100,000 
sq. ft. but not less than 150,000 sq. ft. of 
GFA (with 10 or more plan revisions)
In excess of 150,000 sq. ft. of GFA (with 10 
or more plan revisions)

Site Developments requiring approval under 
the provisions of 38 M.R.S.A. §§ 481-490 
eligible for review under Article XVI of this 
ordinance
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$ 463 + $63/lot over 5 § 165-110(A)

$ 463 + $63/lot over 5 § 165-128

Developmental 463$   § 165-110(A)

(10) Traffic for projects requiring Maine DOT Traffic Movement Permit

524$   

$1,047

(11) Zone Amendments

a. Zoning Map Amendments

½ acre or less 575$   § 165-6(A)
In excess of ½ acre 920$   § 165-6(A)

b. $1,377 § 165-6(A)

$1,900 § 165-6(A)

O. Police

(1) Alarm Response Fee § 58-6

0-3 Responses $ 0 /response
4-8 Responses $ 25 /response
9+ Responses $ 100 /response

(2) Concealed Weapons Permit Fee

35$      

20$      

Address Change 2$        

(3) Copy Fee - Records Division

Incident Reports -first 5 pages 5$        
Incident Reports- each additional page 2$        
Accident Report 10$      

Final, Major (6 or more lots OR less than 6 
lots with public improvements necessary)

Preliminary, Major (6 or more lots OR less 
than 6 lots with public improvements 
necessary)

New Permit  ($10.00 retained by 
municipality)
Permit Renewal  ($10.00 retained by 
municipality)

Projects generating in excess of 100 peak 
hour trips
Projects generating in excess of 200 peak 
hour trips

5 or fewer conditions; 50 words or 
fewer
More than 5 conditions; more than 50 
words
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Non-Reportable Accident Report 5$        
16$      

(4) Evidence - Copy on CD/DVD 20$      Per Disk

(5)

P. Public Works

(1) Cemetery and Burial Services

Lot Sale $ 600 each
Perpetual Care $ 35 per year
Weekday Cremations $ 125 each
Weekend Cremations $ 175 each
Weekday Earth Burials $ 300 each
Weekend Earth Burials $ 450 each

(2) Fire Alarm Box Maintenance $ 325/year

(3) Use of Organic Waste Disposal Site § 265-1(F)

Residents $0
Non-Residents $ 100/year

(4) Waste Haulers $100/year + $20/truck § 265-1(H)

Q. Stormwater Utility

R. Treasury

(1) Full Tax Extract 40$      

(2) Matured Lien Listing 25$      

The fee for stormwater shall be a $22 per 
year minimum for the first 3,000 square feet 
plus $11 per 1,000 square feet of impervious 
cover over 3,000 square feet. §268-18(A).

Online Crash Reporting for accidents that 
are estimated to have over $1000 damage

Towing and Impound fees shall be as set by 
the company performing the service.

Fees charged by the Treasury Department shall be 
as provided under state statute, except for the 
following:
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(3) Motor Vehicle Reminder 1$        

(4) Quitclaim Deed 70$      

(5) Returned Check Fee 20$      

S. Wastewater

(1) Wastewater fees

Sewer Connection Fee $1.06 /gallon §252-7
Septage $120 /1,000 gallons §252-9
Grey Water $30 /1,000 gallons §252-18(E)
Sewer User Fee $6.10 /HCF §252-24(A)&(B)

(2) Industrial Pretreatment Permit 250$   §252-11(C)



 

 
 
                             73 Harlow Street 

          Bangor, Maine 04401 
 
 
Treasury Department                                    Tel: (207) 992-4290 

David W. Little                      Fax: (207) 945-4422 
Tax Collector/Deputy Treasurer                     Email: david.little@bangormaine.gov 

 
 
To: Members of the Finance Committee 
From: David Little, Tax Collector/Deputy Treasurer 
Date: March 21, 2016 
Re: Railroad Street – Concert Venue – Property Taxes 
 
The City Assessing Department determined for the City’s 2015 fiscal year that the portion of the waterfront area 
being used by Waterfront Concerts (WFC), no longer met the qualifications to be considered tax exempt property.  
As a result, real estate and downtown development district taxes were assessed to the City for both 2015 and 2016. 
The Agreement with WFC did not provide for payment of real estate taxes because none were being assessed at the 
time.  The decision to assess real estate taxes occurred during the term of the agreement.  Maine law, 36 M.R.S.A. 
§556 provides that absent an agreement to the contrary, when a landlord is assessed taxes the landlord may recover 
half from the tenant. 
 
The tax bills were mailed to the City, care of the Parks & Recreation Department.  The taxes have not been paid 
which has led to interest charges and liens being filed for the 2015 tax year.  Apparently WFC had not been 
informed of the taxes until recently.  Once informed of the situation WFC agreed to pay 50% of the outstanding 
taxes.  WFC share of the real estate taxes is $17,068.26.  Obviously, WFC is asking that they not be required to pay 
half of the lien fees and interest because they were unaware of the tax assessment.   The total amount of interest 
and liens is $1,932.37. 
 
In addition to waiving interest and lien fees, City staff is also requesting that the remaining 50% of the taxes be 
written off to the Overlay account whereas no Department budgeted to pay these taxes.  Historically, the 
responsible City Department has been required to pay the appropriate tax when dealing with taxable property.  
 
Moving forward, the payment of real estate taxes will be addressed in the WFC lease. 
 



 
 
______________________________COUNCIL ACTION_____________________________ 

 
     Item No.  16-104    

              
Date:  March 14, 2016 

 
Item/Subject: Order, Authorizing Issuance of $1,050,000 of the City’s General Obligation 
Bonds and a Tax Levy There For  

 
Responsible Department:   Finance 
  
Commentary:   
 
The attached Order would authorize the issuance of up to $1,050,000 in general obligation bonds to 
fund improvements to the City’s building at 689 Maine Avenue that Wayfair is leasing from the City. 
 Building improvements include; roof replacement, relocation of and repairs to sewer service, 
parking lot improvements, window sealing, heating controls and a tenant improvement allowance.  
Many of these projects were discussed during the Committee and Council sessions regarding the 
recent lease documents.   

    
This Order will require a Public Hearing at the March 28th City Council Meeting 
 

 
  

        Department Head  
  
Manager's Comments:  
 

  
             City Manager 

  
Associated Information:     
Order 
  
Budget Approval: 

  
                     Finance Director 

  
Legal Approval: 

  
                          City Solicitor 

  
Introduced for 
      _  Passage 
     x   First Reading        Page     of   _     
      x  Referral – Finance Committee of 3/21/16  



 
 
______________________________COUNCIL ACTION_____________________________ 

 
     Item No.  16-105    

              
Date:  March 14, 2016 

 
Item/Subject: Order, Authorizing Refinancing of Certain of the City of Bangor’s Existing Bond 
Obligations (Series 2007) and the Issuance of the City’s General Obligation Refunding Bonds 
and a Tax Levy Therefor  

 
Responsible Department:   Finance 
  
Commentary:   
 
The attached Order would authorize the issuance of $1,555,000 in general obligation bonds to 
refinance outstanding bonds from 2007.  The City’s general obligation bonds typically include a call 
feature 10 years into their life.  The City will issue bonds in April to “call” $1,555,000 in outstanding 
2007 bonds with an interest rate of 4%.   The anticipated interest rate for the new debt will be 
approximately 2%.  The City will maintain the final maturity date of September 2026, but overall 
interest costs will decrease by an estimated $169,000 over the next 10 years.   

    
This Order will require a Public Hearing at the March 28th City Council Meeting 
 

 
  

        Department Head  
  
Manager's Comments:  
 

  
             City Manager 

  
Associated Information:     
Order 
  
Budget Approval: 

  
                     Finance Director 

  
Legal Approval: 

  
                          City Solicitor 

  
Introduced for 
      _  Passage 
     x   First Reading        Page     of   _     
      x  Referral – Finance Committee of 3/21/16 
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