
 
BUSINESS & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 

Tuesday, October 20, 2015 5:15 PM 
City Council Chambers 

 
AGENDA 

 
 
 
1. Commission on Cultural Development Grant Recommendation (see 

attached Memo) 
 

2. Arts and Economic Prosperity Study (see attached Memo) 
 

3. Dangerous Building – 472 Essex Street (see attached Memo and draft 
Council Order) 
 



MEMORANDUM 

 

 

TO: 
FROM: 
 
DATE: 

Business & Economic Development Committee 
Caitlin Brooke, Business Development 
Specialist/Downtown Coordinator 
October 20, 2015 

Commission on Cultural Development Grant Recommendation 
 
At its October 8th meeting, the Commission on Cultural Development recommended that the Bangor 
City Council approve the following grant application. 
 
Educational Programs at the Bangor Historical Society 
Project Summary 
The Bangor Historical Society seeks funding to support the planning and implementation of 
Bangor history-based programming and relevant activities for children ages 5 to 13. The 
programs and activities will be modeled for both community outreach and on-premises 
locations, occurring at BHS’ historic Hill House, throughout the community in partnership with a 
variety of businesses and non-profit organizations, and in Bangor-area schools. While 
development is currently underway, funding would be utilized to implement programming in 
January 2016 that will run through the year.  
 
Bangor Historical Society’s application was for support of $2,000. The Commission’s 
recommendation is to award a grant for $2,000. 
 
If the project is funded by the Council at the recommended level, the Commission will have 
$9,724.02 remaining for this fiscal year.   



MEMORANDUM 
 

 

 

 

 
Arts and Economic Prosperity Study  

TO: 
FROM: 
 

DATE: 

Business & Economic Development Committee 
Caitlin Brooke, Business Development Specialist and 

Downtown Coordinator 

October 20, 2015 

The national non-profit organization Americans for the Arts is conducting its fifth national-wide 
economic impact study of America’s non-profit arts and culture industry. This study documents 
the key role played by the non-profit arts and culture industry, and their audiences, in 
strengthening our nation’s economy.  
 
The Commission on Cultural Development, per the passage of the Arts and Cultural Policy in 
September of 2014, is charged with “Capturing quantitative data on the City’s arts and cultural 
organizations and individual artists contributing to Bangor’s creative economy.” The Commission 
determined that participation in this study would be a very effective and efficient way to collect 
such data, also providing unparalleled resources and in-depth analytics to Bangor area non-
profits that would otherwise be unaffordable. The cost of participation for the Bangor area 
would normally be $5,000. The cost is $2,500 thanks to a discount provided by the Maine Arts 
Commission.  
 
The Commission on Cultural Development, in collaboration with the Community & Economic 
Development Department, has secured a commitment from dozens of the area’s arts and 
culture non-profits to collect data as well as pay for 50% of the cost of participation. The 
remaining 50% will be paid by the Community & Economic Development Department’s budget.  
 
Staff seeks Committee approval to: 

1. Ratify the City Manager’s action of signing the contract with Americans for the Arts 
committing to participation in the Arts and Economic Prosperity V study. 

2. Accept funds from Bangor region non-profits to pay for 50% of the study 
participation. 

 



Memorandum 

 

To: Business & Economic Development Committee 
From: Jeremy P. Martin, Director, Code Enforcement Division 
Date: October 14, 2015 
Re: Dangerous Building – 472 Essex Street, Map 45, Lot 9D 
              
 
 
The Code Enforcement Division seeks demolition of a dangerous building at 472 Essex Street. 
 
The formerly grandfathered 4-unit building at 472 Essex Street has experienced significant 
deterioration since January of 2010, when the water service was shut off to the building by the 
Bangor Water District.  The building has been vacant since January 2010.   Code Enforcement 
inspectors have inspected the property on numerous occasions, and noted that the building’s 
foundation is collapsing and that the roof failed in 2010.     
 
In April of 2014, the Code Enforcement Division issued a notice to the bank to register the 
building as a vacant building and ordered them to maintain the property in compliance with the 
City’s Property Maintenance Code or demolish the building.   The bank registered the building 
in April and October of 2014, and indicated that they would maintain the building per local 
ordinances. As of this date, however, no maintenance on the building has taken place. 
 
The Code Enforcement Division finds that the building is structurally unsafe, unstable; 
unsanitary; constitutes a fire hazard; is unsuitable or improper for the use or occupancy to 
which it is put; constitutes a hazard to health or safety because of inadequate maintenance, 
obsolescence or abandonment; and is otherwise dangerous to life or property.     
 
Pursuant to state statute, the City, can after notice and hearing, order the demolition of a 
structure.   The owners and other parties having an interest have been served with notice of 
this meeting and the following council meeting; in September of 2015, the City gave notice to 
all parties of interest that a Dangerous Building Hearing would take place on October 20, 2015 
at 5:15 p.m. and on October 26, 2015 at 7:30 p.m. 
 
The Code Enforcement Officer will be available at the meeting with pictures of the building and 
to answer any questions. 



  
  

AAssssiiggnneedd  ttoo  CCoouunncciilloorr  
  
  

CITY OF BANGOR 
  

  
  

ORDER,  DDeeccllaarriinngg  aa  SSttrruuccttuurree  aatt  447722  EEsssseexx  SSttrreeeett,,  MMaapp  4455  LLoott  99DD,,  ttoo  bbee  aa  DDaannggeerroouuss  BBuuiillddiinngg  
aanndd  AAuutthhoorriizziinngg  iittss  DDeemmoolliittiioonn   

  
WWHHEERREEAASS,,  aafftteerr  aallll  oowwnneerrss  aanndd  ppaarrttiieess--iinn--iinntteerreesstt  ((tthhee  ““OOwwnneerrss””))  ooff  tthhee  pprrooppeerrttyy  aatt  447722  EEsssseexx  

SSttrreeeett,,  MMaapp  4455  LLoott  99DD,,  BBaannggoorr  ((tthhee  ““PPrreemmiisseess””))  wweerree  pprrooppeerrllyy  ggiivveenn  nnoottiiccee,,  tthhee  
BBaannggoorr  CCiittyy  CCoouunncciill  hheelldd  aa  ppuubblliicc  hheeaarriinngg  ttoo  ddeetteerrmmiinnee  wwhheetthheerr  tthhee  bbuuiillddiinngg  
llooccaatteedd  aatt  tthhee  PPrreemmiisseess  ((tthhee  ““SSttrruuccttuurree””))  ccoonnssttiittuutteess  aa  ddaannggeerroouuss  bbuuiillddiinngg  oorr  
nnuuiissaannccee;;  

  
BBEE  IITT  OORRDDEERREEDD  BBYY  TTHHEE  CCIITTYY  CCOOUUNNCCIILL  OOFF  TTHHEE  CCIITTYY  OOFF  BBAANNGGOORR,,  TTHHAATT  
  
BBaasseedd  uuppoonn  tthhee  eevviiddeennccee  pprreesseenntteedd  aatt  ssaaiidd  ppuubblliicc  hheeaarriinngg,,  tthhee  CCiittyy  CCoouunncciill  hheerreebbyy  ffiinnddss::  
  
11..  TThhee  SSttrruuccttuurree  iiss  ssttrruuccttuurraallllyy  uunnssaaffee;;  uunnssttaabbllee;;  aa  ffiirree  hhaazzaarrdd;;  uunnssuuiittaabbllee  oorr  iimmpprrooppeerr  ffoorr  tthhee  

uussee  oorr  tthhee  ooccccuuppaannccyy  aass  aa  rreessiiddeennccee;;  aa  hhaazzaarrdd  ttoo  hheeaalltthh  oorr  ssaaffeettyy  bbeeccaauussee  ooff  iinnaaddeeqquuaattee  
mmaaiinntteennaannccee,,  ddiillaappiiddaattiioonn,,  oobbssoolleesscceennccee  oorr  aabbaannddoonnmmeenntt;;  aanndd  ddaannggeerroouuss  ttoo  tthhee  lliiffee  aanndd  
pprrooppeerrttyy  ooff  tthhee  iinnhhaabbiittaannttss  ooff  tthhee  CCiittyy  ooff  BBaannggoorr;;  aanndd  

  
22..  TThhee  SSttrruuccttuurree  ccoonnssttiittuutteess  aa  ddaannggeerroouuss  bbuuiillddiinngg  aanndd  aa  nnuuiissaannccee  wwiitthhiinn  tthhee  mmeeaanniinngg  ooff  1177  

MM..RR..SS..AA..  §§22885511  eett  sseeqq..  
  
BBEE  IITT  FFUURRTTHHEERR  OORRDDEERREEDD  TTHHAATT  
  
11..  TThhee  OOwwnneerrss  sshhaallll  rreemmeeddyy  tthhee  ccoonnddiittiioonnss  cciitteedd  aabboovvee  tthhaatt  rreennddeerr  tthhee  SSttrruuccttuurree  ddaannggeerroouuss  

aanndd  aa  nnuuiissaannccee  wwiitthhiinn  3300  ddaayyss  bbyy  ((aa))  rreennoovvaattiinngg  tthhee  SSttrruuccttuurree  aanndd  bbrriinnggiinngg  iitt  uupp  ttoo  aallll  
aapppplliiccaabbllee  bbuuiillddiinngg,,  hhoouussiinngg,,  aanndd  pprrooppeerrttyy  mmaaiinntteennaannccee  ccooddee  ssttaannddaarrddss  aanndd  oobbttaaiinniinngg  aa  
cceerrttiiffiiccaattee  ooff  ooccccuuppaannccyy  ffrroomm  tthhee  CCooddee  EEnnffoorrcceemmeenntt  OOffffiiccee  cceerrttiiffyyiinngg  tthhaatt  tthhee  SSttrruuccttuurree  
mmeeeettss  aallll  aapppplliiccaabbllee  ccooddeess,,  oorr  ((bb))  ddeemmoolliisshhiinngg  tthhee  SSttrruuccttuurree  aanndd  pprrooppeerrllyy  ddiissppoossiinngg  ooff  aallll  
ddeebbrriiss..  
  

22..  IIff  tthhee  OOwwnneerrss  ffaaiill  ttoo  oobbttaaiinn  aa  cceerrttiiffiiccaattee  ooff  ooccccuuppaannccyy  oorr  ddeemmoolliisshh  tthhee  SSttrruuccttuurree  aass  rreeqquuiirreedd  
aabboovvee,,  tthhee  CCooddee  EEnnffoorrcceemmeenntt  OOffffiicceerr,,  oorr  hhiiss  oorr  hheerr  ddeessiiggnneeee,,  mmaayy  rreemmoovvee  aanndd  ddiissppoossee  ooff  
aannyy  ppeerrssoonnaall  pprrooppeerrttyy  rreemmaaiinniinngg  iinn  tthhee  SSttrruuccttuurree,,  ccaauussee  tthhee  SSttrruuccttuurree  ttoo  bbee  ddeemmoolliisshheedd  oorr  
rreemmoovveedd,,  aanndd  rreeccoovveerr  tthhee  CCiittyy''ss  ccoossttss  aass  pprroovviiddeedd  iinn  1177  MM..RR..SS..AA..  §§22885533..  

  
33..  TThhee  OOrrddeerr  mmaayy  bbee  aappppeeaalleedd  ttoo  tthhee  SSuuppeerriioorr  CCoouurrtt  ppuurrssuuaanntt  ttoo  tthhee  pprroovviissiioonnss  ooff  tthhee  MMaaiinnee  

RRuulleess  ooff  CCiivviill  PPrroocceedduurree,,  RRuullee  8800BB..  
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