
Memorandum 
 
To: Finance Committee 
From: Paul Nicklas, Assistant City Solicitor 
Date: September 15, 2014 
Re: Request for Tax Relief - 394 Birch Street 
 
 
Ben Harriman of Back Bay Capital is asking that the City waive the interest and costs for unpaid 
taxes for 394 Birch Street in order to assist the sale and renovation of that property. 
 
Mr. Harriman is seeking to purchase the property at 394 Birch Street. The property is severely 
distressed, and approximately $17,000 is owed in taxes, sewer fees, interest, and costs. Mr. 
Harriman intends to rehabilitate and live in the property. 
 
Mr. Harriman is requesting that the City waive the interest and costs in conjunction with the 
sale of the property. Approximately $4,130 of the amount owed represents interest and costs. 
Mr. Harriman has said that this amount would instead be used for the renovations to the 
property. 
 
The ownership of the property has been in question until recently, with the ownership issue 
only being resolved in the end by a quiet title action. The sale is presently structured so that Mr. 
Harriman, and not a delinquent owner, will benefit from the waiver of interest and costs. 
 
There are several advantages to Mr. Harriman’s proposal, including rehabilitation of the 
property and resumption of payment of taxes. Additionally, this property is one of the 
properties with more than 5 years of matured tax liens outstanding that staff was reviewing.  
The amount of relief being requested is likely in line with the resources the City would expend 
on clearing the title itself, therefore Staff recommendation is that the Finance Committee waive 
interest and costs as of the date of closing of this sale, in the approximate amount of $4,130. 


