
MEMORANDUM 
 
 
To: Government Operations Committee 
From: Norman S. Heitmann, III, City Solicitor 
Date: October 8, 2014 
Re: Request to Amend City’s Code of Ethics 
 
 
We have received a request that the Council amend the City’s Code of Ethics.  The attached 
letter from Larry Willey is self-explanatory as to the reasons behind the request.  Also attached is 
a copy of the relevant provisions of the Code requested to be amended with the proposed 
changes underlined.  I also have attached a copy of 30-A M.R.S.A. §2605. 
 
I would suggest that if there is interest at the Committee level for consideration of possible 
amendments to the City’s Code of Ethics it first be reviewed by the Ethics Committee and that 
they make a recommendation(s) to the Committee and Council. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



§33-2 Definitions 
 
Special Interest.  A direct or indirect interest for or against, including as a party or representing a 
party in litigation or involving the City of Bangor, or a city department, or an employee thereof, 
whether civil, criminal, administrative or otherwise having value peculiar to a certain individual 
or group, whether economic or otherwise, which value may accrue to such individual or group as 
a result of the passage or denial of any order, ordinance, resolution, or City budget or City bonds, 
or the approval/disapproval thereof, or use of confidential information by the City Council, 
Board or Commission and which interest is not shared by the general public. 
 
§33- 10 (B)  No City Councilor shall either appear on behalf or any third party interest before 
any City agency, or represent a third party interest in any action, proceeding, or litigation in 
which the city or one of its agencies, or departments or employees, is a party or witness, or in 
which the City Councilor as a client has a special interest.  Nothing herein shall prohibit a 
Councilor, on behalf of a constituent in the course of his or her duties as a representative of the 
electorate, or any Councilor, on behalf of his or her personal interest, from appearing before a 
City agency. 
 
§33-11 (A) Deliberation and Vote Prohibited.  No City Councilor, Board Member or 
Commission Member shall, in such capacity, participate in the deliberation or vote, or otherwise 
take part in the decision-making process, on any agenda item before his or her collective body in 
which he or she or a member of his or her immediate family has a financial or special interest, 
other than an interest held by the public generally, or involving a client in which a vote might 
benefit that client or his financial interest. 
 
§33-11 (B) Disclosure of Conflict.  Any City Councilor, Board Member or Commission Member 
who believes that he or she or a member of his or her immediate family, or a client, has a 
financial or special interest, other than an interest held by the public generally, in any agenda 
item before his or her collective body, shall disclose the nature and extent of such interest and the 
City Clerk or his designee shall make a record of such disclosure. 
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