
Memorandum 
 
To: Government Operations Committee 
From: Paul Nicklas, Assistant City Solicitor 
Date: March 2, 2015 
Re: Ordinance - Driveway Parking Buffer 
 
 
The attached ordinance amendment would prohibit cars parked on the street from encroaching 
on driveways. 
 
In certain areas of the City, driving into and out of driveways can be difficult due to the 
proximity to driveways of vehicles parked along the street. The vehicles sometimes block 
visibility or make maneuvering in and out of the driveways difficult. State and City laws prevent 
actual blocking of driveways, but do not adequately address visibility and maneuvering issues. 
Current laws also do not allow the City to have a car that is blocking a driveway towed. 
 
The attached ordinance would create a buffer area at the mouth of each driveway, giving those 
entering and exiting driveways visibility and room to maneuver. Each driveway would have ten 
feet to either side of the driveway’s centerline for which on-street parking would be prohibited; 
for instance, for a ten foot wide driveway, this would translate to five feet on either side of the 
driveway. The ordinance would also allow the City to tow a vehicle that is physically preventing 
another vehicle from entering or exiting a driveway. 
 
This ordinance amendment has been referred to the Government Operations Committee for 
their recommendation to the full Council. 
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AAssssiiggnneedd  ttoo  CCoouunncciilloorr  CCiivviieelllloo  
  

CITY OF BANGOR 
  

  
  

OORRDDIINNAANNCCEE,,  AAmmeennddiinngg  CChhaapptteerr  229911,,  VVeehhiicclleess  aanndd  TTrraaffffiicc,,  ooff  tthhee  CCooddee  ooff  tthhee  CCiittyy  ooff  BBaannggoorr,,  BByy  
PPrroohhiibbiittiinngg  PPaarrkkiinngg  IImmmmeeddiiaatteellyy  NNeexxtt  ttoo  DDrriivveewwaayyss  

  
WWHHEERREEAASS,,  ppaarrkkeedd  ccaarrss  ssoommeettiimmeess  eennccrrooaacchh  uuppoonn  ddrriivveewwaayyss,,  mmaakkiinngg  iitt  ddiiffffiiccuulltt  ffoorr  tthhoossee  eenntteerriinngg  
aanndd  eexxiittiinngg  ddrriivveewwaayyss  ttoo  ddoo  ssoo  iinn  aa  ssaaffee  mmaannnneerr;;  
  
BBEE  IITT  OORRDDAAIINNEEDD  BBYY  TTHHEE  CCIITTYY  CCOOUUNNCCIILL  OOFF  TTHHEE  CCIITTYY  OOFF  BBAANNGGOORR  AASS  FFOOLLLLOOWWSS,,  TTHHAATT  
    
CChhaapptteerr  229911  ooff  tthhee  CCooddee  ooff  tthhee  CCiittyy  ooff  BBaannggoorr  bbee  aammeennddeedd  aass  ffoolllloowwss::  
  
§§  229911--3388..  PPaarrkkiinngg  pprroohhiibbiitteedd  aatt  aallll  ttiimmeess..  
  
AA..  IItt  sshhaallll  bbee  uunnllaawwffuull  aanndd  iinn  vviioollaattiioonn  ooff  tthhiiss  aarrttiiccllee  ffoorr  aannyy  ppeerrssoonn::  
..  ..  ..  
  

((33))  PPaarrkkiinngg  pprroohhiibbiitteedd  iinn  ddrriivveewwaayyss,,  oonn  ssiiddeewwaallkkss  aanndd  eessppllaannaaddeess..  TToo  ssttoopp,,  ssttaanndd  oorr  ppaarrkk  aa  vveehhiiccllee  
ssoo  aass  ttoo  iinntteerrffeerree  wwiitthh  oorr  hhiinnddeerr  tthhee  iinnggrreessss  oorr  eeggrreessss  ttoo  aanndd  ffrroomm  aa  ddrriivveewwaayy  iinn  tthhee  CCiittyy  ooff  
BBaannggoorr  oorr  ttoo  ssttoopp,,  ssttaanndd  oorr  ppaarrkk  aa  vveehhiiccllee  oonn  aannyy  ppoorrttiioonn  oorr  ppaarrtt  ooff  aa  ppuubblliicc  ssiiddeewwaallkk  oorr  
eessppllaannaaddee,,  eexxcceepptt  ffoorr  tteemmppoorraarryy  oovveerrffllooww  ppaarrkkiinngg  aatt  tthhee  MMuunniicciippaall  GGoollff  CCoouurrssee  oonn  tthhee  
eessppllaannaaddee  bbeettwweeeenn  WWeebbsstteerr  AAvveennuuee  aanndd  tthhee  eexxiissttiinngg  ppaarrkkiinngg  lloott  aanndd  oonn  ddeessiiggnnaatteedd  ppoorrttiioonnss  ooff  
tthhee  ggoollff  ccoouurrssee  pprrooppeerrttyy  llooccaatteedd  ssoouutthh  ooff  WWeebbsstteerr  AAvveennuuee  aanndd  wweesstt  ooff  tthhee  BBaannggoorr  HHyyddrroo  
SSuubbssttaattiioonn..  

  
((44))  PPaarrkkiinngg  pprroohhiibbiitteedd  nneeaarr  ddrriivveewwaayyss..  
  

((aa))  TToo  ssttoopp,,  ssttaanndd  oorr  ppaarrkk  aa  vveehhiiccllee  oonn  aa  ssttrreeeett  wwiitthhiinn  1100  ffeeeett  ooff  tthhee  ppooiinntt  wwhheerree  tthhee  cceenntteerrlliinnee  
ooff  aa  ddrriivveewwaayy  mmeeeettss  tthhee  ppaavveedd  ppoorrttiioonn  ooff  aa  ssttrreeeett..  

  
((bb))  TToo  ssttoopp,,  ssttaanndd  oorr  ppaarrkk  aa  vveehhiiccllee  ssoo  aass  ttoo  iinntteerrffeerree  wwiitthh  oorr  hhiinnddeerr  tthhee  iinnggrreessss  oorr  eeggrreessss  ttoo  oorr  

ffrroomm  aa  ddrriivveewwaayy..  AA  vveehhiiccllee  iinn  vviioollaattiioonn  ooff  tthhiiss  ssuubbsseeccttiioonn  229911--3388((AA))((44))((bb))  mmaayy,,  aatt  tthhee  ooppttiioonn  
ooff  aannyy  CCiittyy  ooff  BBaannggoorr  PPoolliiccee  OOffffiicceerr  oorr  ootthheerr  CCiittyy  eemmppllooyyeeee  aauutthhoorriizzeedd  ttoo  eennffoorrccee  tthhiiss  
ssuubbsseeccttiioonn,,  bbee  rreemmoovveedd  aanndd  ssttoorreedd  uunnttiill  aallll  wwaaiivveerr  ffeeeess  eessttaabblliisshheedd  ppuurrssuuaanntt  ttoo  tthhiiss  aarrttiiccllee  
ffoorr  aallll  oouuttssttaannddiinngg  nnoottiicceess  ooff  vviioollaattiioonn,,  aanndd  aallssoo  tthhee  iimmppoouunnddmmeenntt,,  ssttoorraaggee  aanndd  ootthheerr  
cchhaarrggeess  aauutthhoorriizzeedd  uunnddeerr  tthhiiss  aarrttiiccllee,,  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  ppaaiidd..  UUppoonn  tthhee  rreemmoovvaall  aanndd  ssttoorraaggee  ooff  
ssuucchh  aa  vveehhiiccllee,,  tthhee  CCiittyy  sshhaallll  ffoollllooww  tthhee  pprroocceedduurree  oouuttlliinneedd  iinn  §§  229911--4466((CC))  tthhrroouugghh  §§  229911--
4466((FF))..  

  
((  44  55))  PPaarrkkiinngg  pprroohhiibbiitteedd  aatt  aallll  ttiimmeess  --  SScchheedduullee  II..  IInn  aaddddiittiioonn  ttoo  tthhee  ffoorreeggooiinngg  SSuubbsseeccttiioonn  AA((11))  

tthhrroouugghh  ((  33  44)),,  ttoo  ssttoopp,,  ssttaanndd  oorr  ppaarrkk  aa  vveehhiiccllee  oonn  tthhee  ssttrreeeettss  oorr  ppoorrttiioonnss  ooff  ssttrreeeettss  dduullyy  mmaarrkkeedd  
oorr  ppoosstteedd  aanndd  wwhhiicchh  aarree  ddeessccrriibbeedd  oorr  ssppeecciiffiieedd  iinn  SScchheedduullee  II..  

  
AAddddiittiioonnss  aarree  uunnddeerrlliinneedd,,  ddeelleettiioonnss  ssttrruucckk  tthhrroouugghh..  



 
 
______________________________COUNCIL ACTION_____________________________ 

 
     Item No.  15-095    

               
Date:  February 23, 2015 

 
Item/Subject:  ORDINANCE, Amending Chapter 291, Vehicles and Traffic, of the Code of the 

City of Bangor, By Prohibiting Parking Immediately Next to Driveways  
 
Responsible Department:   Legal 
  
Commentary:   
 
This ordinance would prohibit cars parked on the street from encroaching on driveways. 
 
In certain areas of the City, driving into and out of driveways can be difficult due to the 
proximity to driveways of vehicles parked along the street. The vehicles sometimes block 
visibility or make maneuvering in and out of the driveways difficult. State and City laws prevent 
actual blocking of driveways, but do not adequately address visibility and maneuvering issues. 
Current laws also do not allow the City to have a car that is blocking a driveway towed. 
 
The attached ordinance would create a buffer area at the mouth of each driveway, giving those 
entering and exiting driveways visibility and room to maneuver. Each driveway would have ten 
feet to either side of the driveway’s centerline for which on-street parking would be prohibited; 
for instance, for a ten foot wide driveway, this would translate to five feet on either side of the 
driveway. The ordinance would also allow the City to tow a vehicle that is physically preventing 
another vehicle from entering or exiting a driveway. 
  

 
  

        Department Head  
  
Manager's Comments:  

  
             City Manager 

  
Associated Information:    Ordinance 
  
Budget Approval: 

  
                     Finance Director 

  
Legal Approval: 

  
                          City Solicitor 

  
Introduced for 
   ___ Passage 
   _x_ First Reading          
   _x_ Referral to Government Operations Committee on March 2, 2015 
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