
To:  City Council     

From:  Debbie Laurie    

RE:  Legislative Priorities 

With the November election results in place, our Legislators have the opportunity to submit 
proposed bills for the upcoming legislative session into mid-December.  The City is fortunate to 
have Legislators that reach out to us to ensure the City’s priorities are heard in Augusta. 

There are a number of work groups that the City is part of that will likely be submitting bills that 
contain similar provisions, but it is important that the City Council share their priorities with our 
leaders in Augusta as well.  Below is a starting point for this evening’s discussion. 

Homelessness 

 An Act to Assist Communities Homelessness Response 
 State of Maine fund or reimburse 100% of the costs incurred by a municipality as 

it relates to a community’s homelessness response.  Eligible costs to include 
temporary housing*, municipal employees’ time, collection and disposal of debris 
and syringes.  

 An Act Directing the State of Maine to Establish a Protocol and Funding Mechanism by 
Which Unhoused Individuals are Relocated to Another Community 

 An Act to Ensure that no Additional Limitations or Eligibility Requirements are Added to 
Housing Vouchers  

 Directing the State to Develop, Implement and Operate a Statewide Policy Regarding 
Encampments on Public Land 
 The intent being, that the identification of property, the establishment and 

oversight of encampments of unsheltered individuals with the State of Maine 
should not fall to individual municipalities. 

General Assistance 

 90% state reimbursement for assistance provided* 
 5% state reimbursement for municipal administrative costs* 
 Use Maine Housing Maximum Levels of Assistance* of Increase GA Maximums for 

Housing to Match the Actual Cost of Housing** 
 Implement a statewide database for tracking GA applicants and expenses* 
 Provide greater assistance to municipalities with regard to processing of GA 

applications** including but not limited to; ensuring hotline staff provide consistent 
accurate advice within 24 hours and are available 24 hours per day* 

Housing 

 Create a State emergency rental assistance program that mitigates the end of the 
federally funded Emergency Rental Assistance Program** 

 Examine establishing a cap on application fees for prospective tenants who are applying 
for housing** 

 Examine State law governing no-cause evictions** 



Syringe 

 Directing the Commissioner of DHHS to Develop a Syringe Services Program 
 The intent being to ensure a program is in place to accept, pick up and dispose 

of community sharps,  This issue is further complicated as the process of trash 
disposal services evolve. 

Public Safety 

 Directing the State to develop and fund a non-police mental health and or substance use 
disorder response team.  

 The intent being to provide the appropriate and immediate “on the street” 
resources to response to individuals in crisis.  While there are service providers 
throughout the State who provide this service, the resources currently available 
are not adequate to meet the demand.  By default, law enforcements becomes 
that response. 

 Amending Title 29-A: Motor Vehicles and Traffic, Chapter 19 Operations, Subchapter 3: 
Accident and Theft Reports, §2251 by amending the definition of “reportable accident” 
from apparent property damages of $1,000 or more to $2,500 or more 

 The intent being to update the definition of reportable accident by increasing the 
property damages to a level that is more reflective of the legislative intent and 
current market conditions.  In addition, this would lessen the impact to an 
already depleted statewide public safety workforce. 

 An Act to Ensure that an Adequate State Resources are Available to Respond in Person 
to Calls Received on the 988 Suicide and Crisis Lifeline 

Taxation  

 Directing a certain portion of State’s share of adult use cannabis related revenues to 
fund substance use disorder treatment and prevention efforts 

 Authorizing Maine Municipalities to Establish a Local Option Sales Tax  

Other 

 Develop, Implement and Fund the Reuse of Dorothea Dix Existing Facilities to Address 
the State’s Needs for Mental Health, Substance Use Disorder and/or Homelessness 
Services 

 Fund the Administrative Costs Associated with the Property Tax Stabilization Program or 
Transfer Responsibility for the Program to Maine Revenue Services 

 

 

*MMA Legislative Policy Committee (LPC) and Maine Welfare Directors (MWD) Request 

** Commission to Increase Housing Opportunities in Maine by Studying Land Use Regulations 
and Short-term Rentals Recommendation 


