BUSINESS & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE
Tuesday, October 20, 2015 5:15 PM
City Council Chambers

AGENDA

Commission on Cultural Development Grant Recommendation (see
attached Memo)

Arts and Economic Prosperity Study (see attached Memo)

Dangerous Building — 472 Essex Street (see attached Memo and draft
Council Order)



MEMORANDUM

TO: Business & Economic Development Committee

FROM: Caitlin Brooke, Business Development
Specialist/Downtown Coordinator

DATE: October 20, 2015

r

Commission on Cultural Development Grant Recommendation

At its October 8™ meeting, the Commission on Cultural Development recommended that the Bangor
City Council approve the following grant application.

Educational Programs at the Bangor Historical Society

Project Summary

The Bangor Historical Society seeks funding to support the planning and implementation of
Bangor history-based programming and relevant activities for children ages 5 to 13. The
programs and activities will be modeled for both community outreach and on-premises
locations, occurring at BHS' historic Hill House, throughout the community in partnership with a
variety of businesses and non-profit organizations, and in Bangor-area schools. While
development is currently underway, funding would be utilized to implement programming in
January 2016 that will run through the year.

Bangor Historical Society’s application was for support of $2,000. The Commission’s
recommendation is to award a grant for $2,000.

If the project is funded by the Council at the recommended level, the Commission will have
$9,724.02 remaining for this fiscal year.



MEMORANDUM

TO: Business & Economic Development Committee

FROM: Caitlin Brooke, Business Development Specialist and
Downtown Coordinator

DATE: October 20, 2015

Arts and Economic Prosperity Study

The national non-profit organization Americans for the Arts is conducting its fifth national-wide
economic impact study of America’s non-profit arts and culture industry. This study documents
the key role played by the non-profit arts and culture industry, and their audiences, in
strengthening our nation’s economy.

The Commission on Cultural Development, per the passage of the Arts and Cultural Policy in
September of 2014, is charged with “Capturing quantitative data on the City’s arts and cultural
organizations and individual artists contributing to Bangor’s creative economy.” The Commission
determined that participation in this study would be a very effective and efficient way to collect
such data, also providing unparalleled resources and in-depth analytics to Bangor area non-
profits that would otherwise be unaffordable. The cost of participation for the Bangor area
would normally be $5,000. The cost is $2,500 thanks to a discount provided by the Maine Arts
Commission.

The Commission on Cultural Development, in collaboration with the Community & Economic
Development Department, has secured a commitment from dozens of the area’s arts and
culture non-profits to collect data as well as pay for 50% of the cost of participation. The
remaining 50% will be paid by the Community & Economic Development Department’s budget.

Staff seeks Committee approval to:
1. Ratify the City Manager’s action of signing the contract with Americans for the Arts
committing to participation in the Arts and Economic Prosperity V study.
2. Accept funds from Bangor region non-profits to pay for 50% of the study
participation.



Memorandum

To: Business & Economic Development Committee

From: Jeremy P. Martin, Director, Code Enforcement Division
Date: October 14, 2015

Re: Dangerous Building — 472 Essex Street, Map 45, Lot 9D

The Code Enforcement Division seeks demolition of a dangerous building at 472 Essex Street.

The formerly grandfathered 4-unit building at 472 Essex Street has experienced significant
deterioration since January of 2010, when the water service was shut off to the building by the
Bangor Water District. The building has been vacant since January 2010. Code Enforcement
inspectors have inspected the property on numerous occasions, and noted that the building’s
foundation is collapsing and that the roof failed in 2010.

In April of 2014, the Code Enforcement Division issued a notice to the bank to register the
building as a vacant building and ordered them to maintain the property in compliance with the
City’s Property Maintenance Code or demolish the building. The bank registered the building
in April and October of 2014, and indicated that they would maintain the building per local
ordinances. As of this date, however, no maintenance on the building has taken place.

The Code Enforcement Division finds that the building is structurally unsafe, unstable;
unsanitary; constitutes a fire hazard; is unsuitable or improper for the use or occupancy to
which it is put; constitutes a hazard to health or safety because of inadequate maintenance,
obsolescence or abandonment; and is otherwise dangerous to life or property.

Pursuant to state statute, the City, can after notice and hearing, order the demolition of a
structure. The owners and other parties having an interest have been served with notice of
this meeting and the following council meeting; in September of 2015, the City gave notice to
all parties of interest that a Dangerous Building Hearing would take place on October 20, 2015
at 5:15 p.m. and on October 26, 2015 at 7:30 p.m.

The Code Enforcement Officer will be available at the meeting with pictures of the building and
to answer any questions.



Assigned to Councilor

CITY OF BANGOR

ORDER, Declaring a Structure at 472 Essex Street, Map 45 Lot 9D, to be a Dangerous Building
and Authorizing its Demolition

WHEREAS, after all owners and parties-in-interest (the “Owners”) of the property at 472 Essex
Street, Map 45 Lot 9D, Bangor (the “Premises”) were properly given notice, the
Bangor City Council held a public hearing to determine whether the building
located at the Premises (the “Structure™) constitutes a dangerous building or
nuisance;

BE IT ORDERED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BANGOR, THAT
Based upon the evidence presented at said public hearing, the City Council hereby finds:

1. The Structure is structurally unsafe; unstable; a fire hazard; unsuitable or improper for the
use or the occupancy as a residence; a hazard to health or safety because of inadequate
maintenance, dilapidation, obsolescence or abandonment; and dangerous to the life and
property of the inhabitants of the City of Bangor; and

2. The Structure constitutes a dangerous building and a nuisance within the meaning of 17
M.R.S.A. §2851 et seq.

BE IT FURTHER ORDERED THAT

1. The Owners shall remedy the conditions cited above that render the Structure dangerous
and a nuisance within 30 days by (a) renovating the Structure and bringing it up to all
applicable building, housing, and property maintenance code standards and obtaining a
certificate of occupancy from the Code Enforcement Office certifying that the Structure
meets all applicable codes, or (b) demolishing the Structure and properly disposing of all
debris.

2. If the Owners fail to obtain a certificate of occupancy or demolish the Structure as required
above, the Code Enforcement Officer, or his or her designee, may remove and dispose of
any personal property remaining in the Structure, cause the Structure to be demolished or
removed, and recover the City's costs as provided in 17 M.R.S.A. §2853.

3. The Order may be appealed to the Superior Court pursuant to the provisions of the Maine
Rules of Civil Procedure, Rule 80B.
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